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Gatherings of Gold. 

Among so many, can he care? 

Can special love be everywhere ? 
A myriad'* home, a myriad ways, 

And God's eye over every place V 

I asked. My soul bethought of this ; 

In just that very place of hie 
Where be hath put and keepeth yon, 

God hath no other thing to do. 

— A. D. T, Whitney. 


Outfit Not*. 

FOB THE BENEFIT OF MINISTERS, OB ANT OTHEBS 

■ WHO MAY BE HONEST ENOUGH TO THINK 

THEY NEED A GENTLE HINT 

IN THIS DIRECTION. 


BY NOSAM. 


You ought not to thin out your sermons to one 
hour and more, when you can say all you have to 
say in thirty minutes or less. People like "thick" 
aermona as Bro. Holsinger calls them. 

You ought not to keep on talking after you are 
through. There is such a thing as hammering the 
nail until you pound the bead off and split the 
board. 

You ought not to try to be eloquent, when you 
have no gift in that direction. Eloquence is natu- 
ral and when a special effort to display is made, 
the result is a humiliating failure. In the absence 
of eloquence, zeal and simple common sense is a 
splendid and very accept! ble substitute. 

You ought not to become jealous when a young- 
er or even a older man occupies your pulpit, and 
preaches a better sermon than you can. Jealousy 
is tho murderer of charity, and disqualifies a man 
for any good. 

You ought not to turn your pulpit into a lecture 
platform, to let people know how well posted you 
are in science, history or the languages. The peo- 
ple come to church to bear the Gospel , therefore 
don't disappoint them. 

You ought not to abstain from denouncing wrong 
or preaching truth, because some of the rich mem- 
bers do not like it. 

You ought not to commit the blunder of think* 
ing that bluster or noise or cant is either eloquence 
or devotion. A poor thing said boisterously does 
not improve it! neither is a good thing bettered by 
being told noisily. 

You ought not to carry your personal griev- 
ances against the congregation into your sermon. 
The church meeting and not the pulpit is the place 
where these things should be attended to. When 
this is done, there is generally moreepite in it than 
anything else. 

You ought not to carry politics into the pulpit. 
If you jmist help your party, then take the stump 
for it. 

You ought not to consider that you are the dea- 
cons, board of trustees and the church all in one. 
You are only the pastor, and when you get that far 
■ along, not very much of a one at that. 

You ought not to use disrespectful language of 
those who differ from you. This is neither man!} 
or Christian. 

You ought not to consider yourself the sole 
watch dog of the church, and that the success or 
Tuin of the whole fabric depends on your individu- 
al affort. This kind of a feeling will swell up a 
man mightily — in his own estimation. Do your 
duty to God and your fellow man out of, as well as 
in the pulpit, and God will take of the church. 

You ought not to preach too much about your 
individual doubts and fears. People generally 
have about enough of their own, and then these 
kind of commodities make their appearance easily 
enough as it is, without having tbem preached into 
them. 

You ought not to make yourself too conspicuous 
by signing your name with a great flourish, and 
then writing Rev. or Eld: before it and a whole lot 
of capital letters after it as if you were afraid tho 
world would not recognize your proper position 
and standing. This is a sign of weakness. Do 
not blow your own trumpet, let others do that. 

You ought not to always be scolding and finding 
fault with your congregation. People soon get 
tiied of that 


and drive all the vitality out of the church jtut be 
a chronic grumbler. 

You ought not to be continually harping on 
your salary and support, and dunning the people 
for what you think you ought to have, There are 
some that overestimate their own worth and the 
ability of the congregation. To have the salary as 
a perpetual bone of contention, is to let the impres- 
sion go out, that you are only preaching for the 
money there is in it This is detrimental to Chris- 
tianity. If the congregation does not come up to 
her promises, it is laid to one of two things — the 
congregation has not acted right, or the minister 
has been a total failure. In tbe latter case, while 
the members ou<ut, by all means, if possible, to 
fulfill their promise, yet the fault must not all be 
pushed on them. If a man imposes himself on a 
congregation, and is disqualified for the office 
through lack of energy or ability, or both, then he 
must take a half or three fourths of the blame on 
himself, and he must not consider that he is the 
only one that has been wronged. If you think 
that you are not paid enough, notify them of it in a 
straight forward Christian manner, and if you can- 
not come to a proper understanding, then resign 
like a man and a Christian. If the member^ are too 
mean or too poor to pay you, you will not help 
your case or the cause by making a fuss, and if 
you do not deserve what you demand, the lees 
you say about it the better. 

Lastly, you ought not to get cross and abuse the 
writer, if any of these "ought note," just suit your 
case. Acknowledge your errors like a Christian, 
and try to do better in the future. 


sns ; • more' decided growth in grace ; increase of 
holiness ; greater spirituality of mind ; more devot- 
ed noes to God ; stronger faith in his word ; more 
habitual reliance upon Christ tor all things ; a 
spirit of grace and supplication ; a conscience in- 
creasingly tender; a greater regard for God's 
glory than our own advantage ; a more grateful 
heart lor our numerous unmerited mercies ; enjoy- 
ment of every new covenant blessing ; a more grow- 
ing hatred to sin, and more steady resistance of 
even its first approaches ; to be enabled to bear a 
more decided testimony before the world of the, 
truth and importance of religion, and furnish clear- 
er evidence of our being the children arid servants 
of God." 


The Horrors «r War. 
After the siege of Paris we took a walk to see 
some of the havoc of the contest. A Bhop caught 
our attention, because it exhibited so clearly the 
work of various form 4 oi shct and shell. It was 
open to inspection, and we stepped in ; though for 
the matter of that we could already see the interior 
from the outside. Crash through the wall went 
the shell, and up went the roof; another crash, and 
a shell had decended through the lower root, 
through the floor, and into the basement, scatter- 
ing bricks and atoms on all sides. How would 
the reader like to sec his own residence thus vent- 
ilated ? Yet it was Bemebody's home. Here child- 
ren played, and infant's slept. Here loves were 
plighted and cares were shared ; here household 
treasures were stored and family memories en- 
shrined. Little cared the cannon for the sanctities 
of home. 

It it he grievoUB to see houses thus destroyed, 
what must it be to see the bodies of men, those 
living houses, cut to pieces, filled with agony, or 
done to death by penetrating shot? One death in 
the street Btartles every passer-by ; we cannot even 
bear to look upon a bleeding gash. What must 
it be to see the dead in heaps, and to listen at 
nightfall to the moans and groans of wounded 
men ? Alas ! man is a wolf to men. There ex- 
ists not an animal so terrible to man as man. It 
has been said that the worst peace is better than 
the best war : we do not like this way of putting 
it ; but it is clear that bloodshed is a horrible thing. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers." Let taunting and 
vaunting expressions never be employed by any of 
un ; national prejudices and antipathies let us dili- 
gently oppose ; let us treat all men as brethren, 
and let onr patriotism walk hand in band with 
philanthropy. When the streets ring with cheers 
because of a gieat fight, let us remember the wid- 
ows and the orphans, the hospitals and the maim- 
ed, the dead and the sufferings on their field. There 
are enough "who delight in war" without Chris- 
tians joining the savage society. — C. H. Spub- 
geon. 


Concealed Danger. 

"The Dowjal, an old line of battle ship, which 
has been lying in Portsmouth Harbour since her 
return from a cruise on the China station, 1871, 
has been recently docked for the purpose of alter- 
nations, so as to fit her for taking the place of the 
Vernon, torpedo and depot ship. During an ex- 
amination of her interior, one of the workman 
came across a live shell in a disused corner ot the 
ship. The projectile must have lain where it was 
found for over fourteen years." 

This was a startling discovery ; but had no ex- 
amination of the interior been required, the missile 
would not even now have been found. How for- 
cibly the story illustrates the need we have for 
careful and frequent search into our own hearts ! 
Possibly the projectile had been placed in the "dis- 
used croner of the ship'' by an enemy ; or, on the 
other hand, it may have been concealed ready to 
hurl at the foe. Anyhow, it was a dangerous 
thing to have stowed away, for at any moment it 
might have exploded, and destroyed the vessel. 
Self-examination is ever beneficial, and often leads 
to the startling discovery ot some most dangerous 
evil that lay long concealed in the disused corners 
of the heart. That we may be fitted to take our 
right place in God's service, and go forth to our 
work with his approval, let a thorough examina- 
tion he made, and let all evil be removed. — Rob- 

EST SPURGEOtf. 


The Place of Safety. 
There is one spot on earth where the fear of 
Death, of Sin, and of Judgment, need never 
trouble us, the only safe spot on earth where the 
sinner can stand — Calvary. Out in our western 
country, in the autumn, where there has not been 
rain for months, sometimes the prairie grass catch- 
es fire. Sometimes, when the wind is strong, the 
flames may be seen rolling along twenty feet high, 
destroying man and beast in their onward rush. 
When the frontiers- men see what is coming, what 
do they do to escape ? They know they cannot 
run as fast as that lire can run, Not tbe fleetest 
horse can escape it. They just take a match and 
light the grass around them, Tbe flames sweep 
onward ; they take their stand in the burnt district 
and are safe. They hear tbe flames roar as they 
come along ; they see death bearing down upon 
them with resistless fury, but they do not fear. 
They do not even tremble as the ocean of flame 
surges around them ; for over the place where they 
stand the fire has already past, and there is no 
danger. There is nothing for fire to burn. And 
there is one spot 00 earth that God has swept 
over. Eighteen hundred years ago the storm 
burst on Calvary. The Son of God took it into 
his own bosom, and now, if we take our stand by 
the Cross, we are safe for time and eternity. — 
Moody. 


The Key to a Useful Life. 
Robert Annan, the Christian hero, was on" of 
the most successful workers for the Master. Hi a 
remarkable growth in grace was not to be wonder- 
ed at when we reflect that the key-note of bis 
Christian lite is found in tbe following extract, 
pasted on the fly-leaf of his well-worn Bible .* "I 
will, therefore, just name a few of those things 


which every true Christian can safely pray for — 
If you want to ruin your influence | the knowledge of our complete acceptance in Je- 


Pride is base from the necessary foolishness of 
it, because it can not but imply that our eyes look 
downward only, and have never been raised above 
our own measure ; for there is not tbe man so lofty 
in his standing nor capacity but he must be humble 
in thinking of the cloud habitation and far sight 
of tbe angelic intelligence above him, and perceiv- 
ing what infinity there is of things he can not 
know or even reach to. — Ruskin. 

What was supposed to be glass has been found 
among ruboish, but when polished proved to be a 
diamond of the purest water. So there is many a 
diamond in the haunts of vice, if we would but on- 
ly look, — Stephen Dekins. 
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